
 
 

 May 12, 2021 
 

Dear Parishioners and School families, 
 
I pray and hope that you are well.  I am writing this letter to you all parishioners, families and well-wishers of 
Seton Catholic High School regarding an important change.  Beginning the new academic year 2021-2022, Mr. 
John Markward will be assuming a new educational role in a different school district, pending board approval. 
While this is a huge loss for us, we would like to wish him all the very best in his position and offer prayers for 
him. Mr. Markward has served in Catholic education for 6 years both as classroom instructor and as High school 
principal!   
 
Mr. Markward excelled in leadership and interpersonal relationships across the various stakeholders of Seton 
Catholic High school. During his time as principal, he always kept the Catholic faith at the forefront of all 
learning for our students. In spite of transitions and leadership changes, he assumed roles strictly pertained to 
a President and oversaw many changes and developments both in curriculum and the safety of our school 
facilities. He invested a lot of his personal time in planning and conflict resolutions. During this historical and 
unprecedented time of crisis in the pandemic, he made sure that our students would always receive quality 
education via both in-person and virtual learning. Most recently, he has put a lot of time in securing all three 
buildings for safety and has in due time received proper funding through government grants. We are thankful 
to God for the person and leadership of Mr. Markward for keeping the entire Seton Catholic School in the best 
of interest and excellence. I am convinced that Mr. Markward has been a force of steadfast and excellent 
leadership – a principal that our parishioners, parents, students, and pastors all can count on to help students 
grow in Faith and academics.  On behalf of our parishioners, all the alumni, as well as our school & parish staffs, 
thank you Mr. Markward for your faithful service! 
 
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton parish and Seton Catholic School will host a public reception in Mr. Markward’s honor.  
Please stay tuned for more information on this. 
 
Now, this leaves me with a huge responsibility to find a new principal equally as qualified as Mr. Markward. I 
seek your prayers and God’s assistance. I have formed a Search Committee comprising of 6 members. This 
committee will be seeking input from staff, school families, and parishioners. They will work with the 
Archdiocese in order to determine a list of qualified candidates for interviewing.  Eventually, I will look to this 
committee to consider all input and candidate interviews, grasp our current school context & near-term 
needs/goals. They will recommend to me who they believe should be offered the opportunity to lead Seton 
Catholic High School as the next principal. I am grateful to each member of this committee. 
 
Please keep the search process in your daily prayers. Let us also offer our grateful prayers to God for Mr. 
Markward.  May God bless and reward him with many years of good health, peace and joy in his new job! 
 

Peace and blessings,  
 
 
 
 

 
Fr. Sengole Gnanaraj, STL 
Pastor/Administrator 


